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Introduction

Over the years different methods have been used to introduce
water into garden design. Water played a vital role in the Arabi-
an garden and great subtlety was required to create sophisticat-
ed compositions due to the scarcity of this precious liquid. In
the Italian Renaissance, water elements were used in abun-
dance, where the uneven lie of the land could result in dynamic
features such as waterfalls, fountains, or ponds, which facilitat-
ed the creation of focal points. During the French baroque peri-
od the same effects were created in totally flat landscapes,
which called for the development of hydraulic systems and tech-
nolagy applicable to garden design. On the other hand, the
model of the romantic English garden allowed natural forms to
be incorporated in the garden design. Today the public feels the
need to enhance and be a part of the landscape. The fountains,
water ways, and ponds continue to have a decorative and sculp-
tural character, but they are also for the enjoyment of everyone.
Contemporary design searches for strategies which incorporate
into the town’s fabric natural forms of water, such as rivers,
lakes, and waterfronts. The following pages present the latest
contributions by landscapers from all over the world in the
design of water elements in public spaces.
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Geometric Hot Springs | German del Sol

Villarica National Park, Chile, 2003 This project involved developing the thermal hot springs which
erupt naturally in a nearly inaccessible gorge, at the heart of the
lush forests of the Villarrica National Park in Chile. There are
over sixty thermal springs which produce more than 5.3 gallons
(20 I) of water per second at temperatures of around 176°F
(80°C). The project uses wooden walkways which travel along
the valley bottom, allowing the visitor to enjoy the bathing facili-
ties. This was achieved by excavating twenty wells along the
1,476' (450 m) ravine in and amongst the exuberant vegetation.
The walkways, which are flat surfaces without steps, allow peo-
ple to explore the ravine with ease in order to find the ideal pri-
vate spot for bathing, without having to worry about tripping up
when it gets dark or sliding on ice in the winter. The project, as
well as the walkways, also includes toilets, changing areas, and
a series of terraces which provide spots to relax, and enjoy the
views of the surrounding forest.
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